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The 2008 ASPRA*TIONS Awards

Each year, the Arizona School Public Relations Association (ASPRA) recog-
nizes standards of excellence in school public relations through its annual
ASPRA*tions Awards.

Eligibility is open to school districts and specipc support publics listed in
the categories below. Only ASPRA members in good standing may submit
entries. Non-qualifying entries will be returned.

Category 1-School District for Overall Excellence in Public
Relations

. District with up to 9,999 students
District with 10,000-19,999 students
. District with 20,000-29,999 students
. District with 30,000 or more students
Independent and parochial schools
Other educational organizations, i.e., colleges or universities
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Criteria:

= Achieves an ongoing public relations program with specipc goals and
objectives

= Maintains and improves communication with staff, parents, students,
and community

< Demonstrates district leadership and high ideals of professionalism

= Shows evidence of creativity

Category 2dSchool District for Excellence with a Specipc
Program
(This category includes special events.)

. District with up to 9,999 students
District with 10,000—19,999 students
. District with 20,000—29,999 students
. District with 30,000 or more students
Independent and parochial schools
Other educational organizations, i.e., colleges or universities
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Criteria:

= Achieves an ongoing public relations program with specipc goals and
objectives

< Maintains and improves communication with staff, parents,
students, and community

= Demonstrates district leadership and high ideals of professionalism

= Shows evidence of creativity

Entry Fee

A $10 entry fee must accompany each nomination in each category. Checks
should be made payable to ASPRA. Fees collected will help defray costs
associated with judging.

Judging

Another National School Public Relations Association (NSPRA) chapter
will judge the 2008 ASPRA*tions Awards entries. Awards will be present-
ed at ASPRA’s Annual Superintendents’ Luncheon. All winners will be
notiped in advance. Plaques will be awarded for the Award of Excellence
and the Award of Merit. Awards may not be presented in all categories,
based on the quality of entries submitted. The decision of the judges is
pnal. Please do not call ASPRA regarding the results. A listing of winners
will be available following the Superintendents’ Luncheon.



Nomination Procedures
Submit entries in the following manner:

1. Name of nominee

2. Address

3. Contact person, title, phone number

4. Category (if category A, B, C, etc., please indicate)
5. Reasons for recognition (note criteria)

6. Brief summary of the program (200 words or less)

7. Examples/supporting materials (limit of pve items)

Only ASPRA members in good standing may submit entries. Non-members
interested in submitting entries can include the $50 membership dues along
with the entries and entry fees.

All entries must include the information noted above, a brief summary of
the program (200 words or less) suitable for publication, and should not
exceed two typewritten pages for each category.

Please label everything. All entries and supporting materials must be
labeled with items one through four noted above.

DEADLINE:
Friday, January 25, 2008
4 p.m.

No entries or entry backup materials will be accepted after 4 p.m. on
January 25, 2008. Submit entries to:

ASPRA*tions Awards

Phoenix Area
Lynn Strang
Public Relations Manager
East Valley Institute of Technology
1601 W. Main St.
Mesa, AZ 85201

Category 3—-Governing Board Member for Contributions to
Public Education

Criteria:
= Demonstrates commitment to good communications
Demonstrates support of school public relations through:
0 budgetary support of a public relations ofpce and its
professionals
— clear public support of overall public relations plan
—making public relations a key component of the district’s
strategic plan
= Demonstrates outstanding understanding of public relations principles
= Demonstrates district leadership and high ideals of professionalism
= Demonstrates the ability to work with staff, parents, and commu-
nity for the benept of students

Category 4-Superintendent for Contributions to Public
Education

Criteria:
= Demonstrates commitment to good communications
= Demonstrates support of school public relations through:
0 budgetary support of a public relations ofpce and its profes-
sionals
— clear public support of overall public relations plan
—making public relations a key component of the district’s
strategic plan
= Demonstrates outstanding understanding of public relations principles
= Demonstrates district leadership and high ideals of professionalism
= Demonstrates the ability to work with staff, parents, and community for
the benept of students

Category 5-Individual for Contributions to Public Education

Criteria:

= Demonstrates commitment to good communications

= Demonstrates support of school public relations

= Demonstrates outstanding understanding of public relations principles

= Demonstrates leadership and high ideals of professionalism

= Demonstrates the ability to work with staff, parents, and community for
the benept of students

= Nominee is not currently employed as a professional educator



Category 66Government Ofpcial for Contributions to Educa-
tion
Criteria:

= Demonstrates support for education through legislative actions, lobby-
ing efforts, and involvement with local school districts

Category 7— News Media for Excellence in Education Report-
ing of a Story or Series on a Particular Topic

A. Print Media
B. Broadcast Media

Criteria:

= Reporter is fair, accurate, and objective

= Reporter maintains a high degree of professionalism

= Reporter increases public understanding of the inherent values of educa-
tion, particularly in Arizona

= Reporter informs and educates readership on the roles of education in
society

= Reporter discloses practices or procedures in need of correction or
improvement so as to encourage and promote local, state, and national
efforts to improve education

Category 8-News Media for Consistent and Accurate Report-
ing on Education

A. Print Media
B. Broadcast Media

Criteria:

= Reporter is fair, accurate, and objective

= Reporter maintains a high degree of professionalism

= Reporter increases public understanding of the inherent values of edu-
cation, particularly in Arizona

= Reporter informs and educates readership on the roles of education in
society

= Reporter discloses practices or procedures in need of correction or
improvement so as to encourage and promote local, state, and national
efforts to improve education

Category 9-Business, Foundation, or Civic/Community
Organization for Contributions to Public Education

. District with up to 9,999 students
District with 10,000-19,999 students
. District with 20,000-29,999 students
. District with 30,000 or more students
Independent and parochial schools
Other educational organizations, i.e., colleges or universities
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Criteria:

= Demonstrates support through resources, contributions, and/or assis-
tance

« Provides community awareness and/or programs

Category 10-Multicultural Relations

. District with up to 9,999 students
District with 10,000-19,999 students
. District with 20,000-29,999 students
. District with 30,000 or more students
Independent and parochial schools
Other educational organizations, i.e., colleges or universities
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Criteria:

= Programs must address the communications needs of our multicultural
society through the use of targeted, culturally-specipc communications
strategies. These may be bilingual communication programs, programs
to ensure culturally diverse representation, or intercultural awareness/
appreciation programs.



