*2018 Publications & Electronic Media*
Newsletter: The Latest from Laveen
The Latest from Laveen is a 12-page, full-color, glossy newsletter that is mailed to all 15,600
residents living within the Laveen Elementary School District boundaries. It is written and
designed in-house. It is published twice a year, once in the fall and once in the spring. Additional
copies are provided at each of our front offices for walk-in visitors.
The newsletter is posted electronically on ISSUU as a publication allowing readers to view the
newsletter as a full spread, just as they would if they had the publication in front of them. It is
also posted to the district’s website and shared on the district’s social media pages.
The purpose is to inform the community at large of district wide initiatives and promote the
positive happenings within the district. Among the items included in each issue are: how tax
dollars are being spent, honors and awards, a significant accomplishment from each school, new
district-wide programs and initiatives, community partnerships, and important district-wide
dates.
The Laveen District feels it is important to share this information with all district residents,
including those that do not have children in our schools. We rely on all residents to support bond
and override measures that fund new construction, curriculum, technology, buses, and staff
salaries.
Additionally, we have found that many parents send their child to the school that they are familiar
with either by driving by or through word of mouth. By sending positive information to each
home we increase our ability to attract new families.
We receive many calls from community members asking to support an initiative that was
included in the newsletter. For example, the American Legion asked to share info on our summer
meals for kids program and a dental office asked to sponsor a groundbreaking celebration.
Our newsletter page on our website receives a unique page view count of approximately 2,300
and readers spend an average of two minutes on the page.
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STATE LABELS LAVEEN SCHOOLS AS
“HIGHLY PERFORMING”
DISTRICT HOME TO ONLY “A” LABEL
SCHOOL IN AREA
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Letter from the Superintendent
With the recent release of academic performance labels, I was pleased to hear what we
in the Laveen District have known for some time: Laveen is a highly performing district.
And, we are home to the only “A” label school in the area as well—Vista del Sur Accelerated Academy.
The Arizona Department of Education released preliminary academic performance labels in the form of letter grades for all schools. Labels are awarded based upon a range of academic
measures formulated by the State Board of Education and data collected from the 2016-17 school year. They
are only one measure of a school’s overall performance.
To determine labels, each school is awarded a percentage of points earned and then assigned a letter
grade based on that overall score. Five Laveen schools received “Highly Performing” labels, two received
“Performing” labels, and Vista received a label of “Excellent.” None of our schools were labeled as
“Minimally Proficient” or “Failing.” While districts did not receive labels, the average percentage of points
earned by Laveen’s eight schools would put us in the “Highly Performing” range as a district.
Schools were given the opportunity to appeal their grades and many other schools in the area chose to
do so as they received lower scores than they were accustomed. We found the state’s calculations to be
correct, however, and do not have any labels under appeal.
The table below shows the points required for each letter grade and the grades awarded to each school.
For more detailed information including how each of Laveen’s scores were calculated, visit our website,
www.laveeneld.org/2017-a-f-accountability-labels.

Laveen achieves “Highly Performing” marks in state accountability system
Letter Grade

Description

Laveen School Rankings

A

Excellent

Vista del Sur

B

Highly Performing

Desert Meadows, Laveen, M.C. Cash, Rogers Ranch, Trailside Point

C

Performing

Cheatham, Paseo Pointe

D

Minimally Performing None

F

Failing

None

Components of Elementary School Scores


Proficiency in English Language Arts, Math, and Science on state assessments
 Growth in English Language Arts and Math on state assessments from the prior
year
 Proficiency and growth of English Language Learners based on AZELLA testing
 Acceleration and readiness measures, which include items such as improving
chronic absenteeism, improvement in sub-group performance on state assessments, increased opportunities for high school level math, and decreasing the
percentage of 3rd grade students scoring “Minimally Proficient” in reading
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District breaks ground on David Glasser Athletic Complex
The Laveen Elementary School District celebrated the groundbreaking of its new athletic
complex, named in honor of fallen Phoenix Police Officer David Glasser.
When it is completed in the spring, the David Glasser Athletic Complex will consist of a
football/soccer field, two baseball fields, a play area, a snack shack and restrooms. The
complex is owned and operated by the district and will serve the various youth ball leagues
of Laveen. It is being developed on the site of the old Laveen School near 51st Avenue &
Dobbins.
Glasser
The celebration began with Glasser’s six-year-old son, Micah, reciting the Pledge of Allegiance alongside his close friend Officer James Byrd. Additional remarks were made by Laveen Superintendent Dr. Bill Johnson, Maisha Christian Hagen of Jokake Construction, Governing Board President Jill Barragan, and Phoenix Police Chief Jeri Williams.
Officer Glasser was killed in the line of duty on May 19, 2016 while responding to a call in the Laveen community. The complex honors his love for sports and desire to support the community he served. “There really
isn’t a more fitting place for David to be honored than an athletic complex,” his wife Kristen explained.
“Sports played a huge role throughout David’s life. It all started when
he was just four years old on his first T-ball team.
“Being involved in athletics produces so many benefits for kids,” she
added. “It keeps them motivated to do well in school and holds them
accountable for making positive choices. They learn teamwork, discipline, and perseverance. These are all traits I know David possessed and
they transferred with him into his career as a police officer.”
The full cost of the project is $1,032,204. In addition to the ballfields, this includes expanded parking. The
project is funded primarily through the district’s capital budget. A $185,000 grant by the Arizona Sports and
Tourism Authority will offset some costs. Jokake Construction was awarded the contract.
Photos and a video of the full event can be found on the district’s website, www.laveeneld.org.

Glasser Foundation partners with Cheatham
Incoming Cheatham first graders were given new
backpacks filled with school supplies courtesy of the
David Glasser Foundation.
Peter Piper Pizza hosted
the event where students
could select their favorite bag,
enjoy pizza, and interact with
police officers. Activities included a K9 demonstration, robot exercise, and tour
of the police tactical vehicle.
This was the Foundation’s first give-back event
honoring the community’s fallen officer.

State sports and tourism organization
awards Laveen $185,000 grant
The Arizona Sports and Tourism Authority has
awarded Laveen a grant in the amount of $185,000
to support youth sports.
The district will direct the grant proceeds towards
the development of the David Glasser Athletic Complex. Grants were awarded based on financial need,
leveraged funding, community partnerships, and a
benefit to a local community.
The district is one of 23 organizations throughout
Maricopa County to receive a youth sports grant.
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ID badges, bus passes implemented for Laveen students
Beginning this school year, all students attending Laveen schools are required to wear a student identification badge at all times while on campus or on the bus. In addition to serving as school identification, the
badges contain information that can be used across a variety of district services.
A bar code allows students to quickly go through the cafeteria line. Meal
costs are then deducted from the child’s online account. It also provides the
child nutrition department an accurate count of qualifying free or reducedprice meals being distributed for federal funding.
An imbedded chip is used as a bus pass which is read by the transportation department’s new Zonar technology. All buses are now equipped
with the electronic card readers. Students utilizing Laveen’s bus transportation swipe their badge as they board and exit the bus. Because safety is a primary concern of the Laveen School District, this bus pass system informs bus
dispatchers if a student was on board and where they exited.
Transportation labels, containing the student’s route number and bus stop
location, are also affixed to student badges. In the event a student boards the
wrong bus or is unsure as to where they should exit, the bus driver can easily look at the sticker and ensure
the student is where they should be.
Signature Programs

Cheatham
College Prep

Open boundaries allow you to
enroll your child in any Laveen school*
regardless of where you live,
space permitting.
Transportation provided
within select zones.

Desert Meadows
Computer Science
Laveen School
Leadership Academy
M.C. Cash
Blended Learning
Paseo Pointe
Dual Language Immersion
Rogers Ranch
STEM
Trailside Point
Performing Arts

Registration begins February 6
Open Houses week of March 26

Vista del Sur
Accelerated Pace

*Vista del Sur is an accelerated academy and requires an assessment prior to enrolling. Paseo Pointe is a Dual
Language Immersion school; students entering Grades K-1 must be part of the DLI program.
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Laveen students help Texas classrooms
recover from Harvey
Following Hurricane Harvey’s destruction, two
Laveen schools held school supply drives to help the
schools and students in Texas.
M.C. Cash students brought in over 2,000 items.
“The project instilled a
sense of pride among students who were able to
help those less fortunate and provided an opportunity for classrooms to
come together and work
toward a common goal,”
noted school counselor Shannon Gregory.
Paseo Pointe also sent 200 pounds of notebooks,
markers, and loose leaf paper to a school in Houston.

Laveen moves to
standards-based grading system
The Laveen School District is committed to helping students reach proficiency and beyond on Arizona’s rigorous academic standards.
Laveen began utilizing a standards-based grading
system this school year. This will help Laveen teachers better communicate the progress students are
making toward mastering the academic standards.
Students’ grades for each subject area are now
reported in two separate categories: academic
achievement and effort. The academic grades will
include assignments or tests that measure the students’ mastery of the learning standards. The effort
grades will include such things as class assignments,
homework, and participation.
Visit our website for more details: http://
www.laveeneld.org/standards-based-grading/

Laveen raises $7,213 to benefit
Mexico earthquake recovery
Students and staff in the Laveen Elementary
School District raised $7,213 to support recovery
efforts for Mexico’s devastating earthquake. The
funds were raised through a Dress Down Day fundraiser held in September.
For $1, students were permitted to dress out of
uniform and staff members could dress in business
casual attire. All eight schools and district departments participated. Parents and community members also made donations.
The idea came from Brittney Downs, a third grade
teacher at Paseo Pointe — the district’s dual language immersion school. The school was celebrating
Hispanic Heritage Month and students were researching various Spanish speaking countries when
the earthquake struck. “In the midst of our efforts to
celebrate these cultures, Mexico was hit by a tragedy. Helping will connect our students to the Mexican people in a way that goes deeper than just studying their culture,” Downs explained. “What better
way to honor them than to lend a helping hand in a
time of need?”
She pitched the idea to district superintendent
Dr. Bill Johnson who was immediately on board with
the idea. “We have so many students who have family members in Mexico. I’ve been asking staff to
think of ways in which we can show our support to
our families impacted by this tragedy. This districtwide effort allows students, staff, and our entire
Laveen community to help many of our neighbors
and friends.”
“I think all people, children included, know and
feel the benefits when they help others. Downs said.
“I hope our fundraiser reflects our hearts for loving
our neighbor — in our classrooms, in our community, and all over the world.”
The money will be sent to GlobalGiving which
provides critical resources such as housing, medical
aid, water, and emotional support.
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Laveen awarded grant for School Resource Officers
The State Board of Education awarded Laveen with a $420,000 grant to provide School Resource Officers
(SROs) at four schools this school year.
The award is part of the state’s School Safety Program that places officers in select schools to contribute to
safe school environments that are conducive to teaching and learning.
These officers serve as a resource to the school community and
provide students with law-related education preparing students for
responsible citizenship.
The schools selected to be part of the SRO program are M.C.
Cash, Paseo Pointe, Rogers Ranch, and Trailside Point. The other
four Laveen schools will continue to use School Safety Officers who
are off-duty Phoenix Police officers contracted by the district.
Officer Celina Gonzales meets
with Rogers Ranch students.

Laveen schools recognized for PBIS
Congratulations to all eight Laveen schools for being recognized with the PBISaz Achievement Award.
This award recognizes schools for successful implementation and measurable student outcomes with
school-wide systems of Positive Behavior Interventions and Support
(PBIS).
Award levels
are based on time
participating
in
PBIS as well as
measured
student
improvement. Trailside Point received the Gold Award; Desert Meadows and Vista del Sur received the Silver
Award; Cheatham received the Bronze Award and
Laveen, MC Cash, Paseo Pointe, and Rogers Ranch all
received awards of Merit.
The schools were recognized at the statewide
PBIS conference held in May.
Schools and departments are expanding PBIS
efforts further this year.
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Administrators honored with
leadership award
Six Laveen administrators were recognized with
the district's Pinnacle of Leadership award.
Vista del Sur Accelerated Academy principal Jessica Epacs, Trailside Point assistant principal Brett
Humphrey, communications coordinator Kristen
Landry, purchasing supervisor Adriana Zapata, finance director Anita Carlos, and Elodia Hinojos, Assistant to the Superintendent were recognized by the Governing Board.
The award recognizes outstanding
accomplishments
and dedication to
the Laveen community.
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Bond sale proceeds, as
approved by voters in
2015, have funded
numerous renovation and
facility upkeep projects
that were completed over
the summer.

.

.

Bond funds renovation
projects across district

Exterior Painting
The Arizona sun takes its toll on building exteriors. Over time the paint fades
and streaks become visible. M.C. Cash
and Rogers Ranch schools received
fresh coats.

Before

Millwork
Cabinetry and finishings were
replaced at Cheatham and
Vista.

After

Playground Equipment
Playground equipment was
needed to support Paseo
Pointe’s new preschool.
Because it is a Dual Language
Immersion school, Spanish
features were included.

Parking
A temporary parking area was
installed at Vista to support large
events.

Before

After

Flooring
The tile flooring was cracking and lifting in areas at Desert Meadows and Trailside Point and was replaced.
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Around Our Schools
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Desert Meadows

Rogers Ranch

Over 50 female students from Desert Meadows
School attended Intel’s T.E.C. (Technology Engineering
Computer Science) is for Girls event held at Phoenix
College.
TEC is for Girls is part of Intel’s She Will Connect
initiative that brings middle school girls to a community college campus to explore technology, engineering,
and computer science.
This event gave the girls an opportunity to engage
in hands-on science activities, under the guidance of
Phoenix
College
staff, to explore their
interest in pursuing
a TEC studies in high
school and a career
in the STEM field.

Sixteen students in Grades 5-8 visited Phoenix
Coding Academy High School. In addition to learning
about coding and hearing from high school students,
they participated in hands-on activities. They built
battery-powered circuits and partnered with high
schoolers to work with Ardunio microcontrollers.
Through a variety of actions, they manipulated the
microcontrollers to produce
sounds, function by sensors,
and play games.
They also were able to get
advice on their engineering
designs for the upcoming
Math Engineering Science
Achievement (MESA) competition.

Cheatham
Laveen
Grand Canyon University’s mascot, Thunder, visited Laveen School to participate in their morning yoga
program.
The university’s Antelope took the center mat
and performed numerous yoga exercises alongside
200 students. Thunder also brought purple GCU tshirts for the participants.
Launched
last
year, Laveen’s successful yoga program
started back up in
August.
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Cheatham middle school girls attended the T.E.C is
for Girls conference, sponsored by Intel, at South
Mountain Community College. The girls were exposed
to technology, engineering, and computer science
careers by rotating through a variety of workshops.
These workshops allowed the girls to dissect an eye
ball, utilize basic coding skills, build a speaker, and
explore careers in
Science, Technology,
Engineering,
and Mathematics.
This conference
was just the beginning of an ongoing relationship between Cheatham,
South Mountain Community College, and Intel. A
school club has been started and is led by Ms. Shanine Turner to continue these experiences.

.

.

.

Paseo Pointe

M.C. Cash

Paseo Pointe teacher Ren Fahey received a $715
grant to provide personal libraries for his classroom.
The DonorsChoose.org grant provided 30 copies of
the following books: The Outsiders, The Giver, Hatchet, and Among the Hidden, as well as a DVD of The
Giver and A Cry in the Wild.
Each student
will receive one
book per quarter. Since the
books are theirs
to keep, they
will be able to highlight passages, add comments, and
bring the books home to share with their parents.
They will then create projects to reflect how well they
understood the novel study at the end of each quarter and, as a class, will watch the movie that accompanies the book.

Upon hearing the Peace and Unity audio message that the Phoenix Union High School District produced, M.C. Cash students discussed the messages
they heard.
They connected the messages to Kids at Hope and
the school’s RACE to Excellence expectations. Peace
and Unity posters were also created in each homeroom class.

Trailside Point
Sarah Steele, school counselor at Trailside Point,
was recognized by the Laveen Governing Board for
being named 2017
Arizona Educator of
the Year by the AntiDefamation League
(ADL).
Steele is responsible for integrating the ADL’s No Place for Hate activities through classroom discussions, family interaction, and campus beautification. She creatively plans
and engages students in the No Place for Hate activity process and collaborates with staff to incorporate
No Place for Hate in ways that support their classroom priorities.

Vista del Sur
Vista del Sur student Lauren Salaz has been selected to serve on Governor Doug Ducey’s Chief Science
Officer (CSO) STEM Advisory. Created by the Governor’s Office of Education, the advisory provides students the opportunity to be
heard on topics related to science, technology, math, and engineering.
Salaz is one of 14 Chief Science Officers to be selected by
the Sci-Tech Council based on
her standing with the CSO program and her passion
to make Arizona a better place to live. Over 50 students were invited to apply.
In preparation of attending the first advisory
meeting, members attended the CSO Capitol Summit
and will participate in teleconferences on STEM Education, Health Care and Water Policy, and Workforce
Development.
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Church donates uniforms, hygiene products

Laveen Lions Club donates
backpacks and supplies
The Laveen Lions Club provided backpacks and
school supplies to each of our eight schools.
Each school received 50 backpacks, composition
notebooks, eraser packs, boxes of pencils, and pencil
bags. They also received 250 notebooks, 100 packs
of loose leaf paper, and 150 pocket folders.
The schools determined how the supplies were to
be distributed to students.

Members of CrossWalk Church collected hundreds of gently-used school uniforms and personal
hygiene items as part of their sixth annual clothing
and hygiene drive.
Members
cleaned, sorted,
and delivered 40
boxes of the uniforms to Laveen
schools.
The
clothing
and items were distributed to school health offices
where they will be given to students as needed.
To donate gently used school uniforms, contact
your school’s health office.

Laveen Elementary School District’s
KINDERGARTEN ROUND UP
For students starting in August 2018
REGISTER● MEET THE TEACHERS ● VISIT CLASSROOMS
Free gift
for children
registered on
this date.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6
4:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.
At all Laveen schools (excluding Vista)

FREE FULL DAY
KINDERGARTEN

Vista del Sur is an accelerated academy and students must take an assessment
prior to enrolling. Call 602-237-3046 for details. Kindergartners enrolled at
Paseo Pointe must be part of the Dual Language Immersion (DLI) program.
Students may be enrolled in any of our schools regardless of where they live,
space permitting.

Visit www.laveeneld.org for details.
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Reduce Your Taxes by Supporting Laveen Schools
By making a tax credit contribution you can support a variety of programs at no cost to you.

Fine Arts

Academic Enrichment

Field Trips

Intramural Sports

Arizona allows taxpayers to dedicate dollars to education while reducing the amount you owe on your income taxes
through the tax credit program. If you do not owe taxes, the amount you donate may be carried forward for up to
five years to offset future tax liabilities. For every dollar you donate, the amount you owe on your Arizona taxes will
be that much less. (For example, if a single person owes $300 on their state taxes for 2017 and donates the maximum amount of $200, they will then only owe the state $100.) Couples filing jointly may donate up to $400.
Individuals may contribute up to $200. Anyone can participate, married or single, with or without children.

Visit www.laveeneld.org/tax-credit to make a secure online donation or print a donation form.
Non-refundable donations are eligible for the Arizona State Income Tax Credit as allowed by ARS §43-1089.01.
Please consult with your personal tax preparer to determine the application of this credit.
Donations must be received by April 15, 2018 to be eligible for a 2017 Tax Credit.

Tax credit contributions may only be used to support character education and
fee-based extracurricular activities such as after-school tutoring and clubs,
academic enrichment, field trips, fine art programs, and athletics.
CHILD FIND NOTICE
Child Find is a comprehensive developmental screening assessment process which identifies children, 3 to 21 years of age who
have disabilities that may hinder their learning. If you live in the Laveen Elementary School District boundaries and are parents
or guardians of a student enrolled in private school within the district, home-schooled, or if you know of a child who might be in
need of services for a disabling condition such as speech, learning disability, etc., please call the Special Education Department
at 602-237-9100 ext. 3058. Free special education services are available to eligible students. For more information, visit the
Child Find website at http://www.ade.az.gov/ess/childfind or call Child Find at (602) 364-4015.

MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT
Are you currently experiencing temporary living arrangements due to eviction, job loss, or a traumatic event? Laveen
Elementary School District offers services to families through the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. The act
requires that children and families who are in a temporary living situation be offered services and supports. Services provided
may include enrollment assistance, nutrition services, clothing or school supplies, community referrals, and in some cases
transportation. If you are living in any of the following temporary circumstances: with another family or friend due to financial
hardship, living in a shelter, transitional housing, in a hotel/motel, or an unaccompanied youth waiting for foster care, you may
fit the criteria for assistance under this act. Please call 602-237-9100, ext. 3051 to inquire further about qualifying for this
program.
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Phoenix, AZ 85041
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Cheatham Elementary
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Desert Meadows School
6855 W. Meadows Loop East
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-304-2020
Laveen Elementary
4141 W. McNeil
Laveen, AZ 85339
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Paseo Pointe School
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Laveen, AZ 85339
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Trailside Point
Performing Arts Academy
7275 W. Vineyard
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-605-8540
Vista del Sur Accelerated Academy
3908 W. South Mountain
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-237-3046

Enroll your child in a Laveen school
Parents wishing to register their incoming child(ren) should visit the
school of their choice* to complete the registration process.
Registration packets are available online at www.laveeneld.org and in
our schools’ front offices. You will need to bring the following documents to complete your child’s registration:
 Child’s original birth certificate
 Child’s immunization record
 Proof of Residence, such as utility receipt or lease agreement (refer
to Arizona Residency Guidelines)
 Legal papers, if applicable, for custody
 Withdrawal form and report card from previous school
 Photo identification for parent/guardian
*Please note, Vista del Sur is an accelerated school and students must
take an assessment prior to enrolling. Paseo Pointe is a dual language
immersion (DLI) school. Incoming students in Grades K-1, beginning in
2018-19, must enroll in the DLI program (DLI will expand a grade level
each year).
Laveen schools also accept open enrollment of non-resident (out-ofdistrict) students on a space available
basis.
Bus transportation is only provided to
those students who live within designated transportation zones of their
neighborhood school.

Visit us online at www.laveeneld.org
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DISTRICT DEDICATES ATHLETIC COMPLEX
TO FALLEN OFFICER
Photo: David Glasser’s wife and children (center) cut the ribbon
dedicating the athletic complex named in his honor alongside his
parents, squad members, Phoenix’s police chief, and athletic team
captains.
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Letter from the Superintendent
We have had another amazing school year in Laveen. We are growing, not only in terms
of size, but more importantly in terms of achievement and success.
Our students continue to excel in every way – academics, athletics, community involvement, problem solving, and team work. Our students have placed in state competitions, our
schools have received statewide honors, and our staff have been recognized by outside organizations. Read
more on this year’s accomplishments beginning on Page 4.
These accomplishments, and the many other examples of success at all of our Laveen schools, are the direct result of supportive and engaged parents, inspired school leaders, the most amazing teachers, and a
team effort by all of the dedicated school district employees to support students every day. We are extremely grateful to the community for the support that makes our success and student achievement possible.
This year, we enjoyed the privilege of recognizing just a few of our community members who have made
significant and sustained contributions to our schools at the second annual Laveen Legends awards banquet
(Page 10). The recipients of this year’s Laveen Legends awards are representative of the many individuals in
Laveen who have given of themselves in one way or another to benefit the schools and our students. This
investment in our public schools is foundational to the quality and character of our community and is a testament to our priorities, values, and virtues.
Thank you for allowing us to serve in the capacity of educating the wonderful students of Laveen and for
enabling us to have the resources necessary to do it well.

Mark your calendars!

Learning begins on
Day 1

Meet Your Teacher
Night

August 2, 2018
5:00 p.m.
at all
Laveen Schools
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School starts
August 6, 2018

District dedicates athletic complex
The Laveen School District celebrated the grand opening of
their new David Glasser Athletic Complex with a dedication ceremony on April 12, 2018.
The complex features a new football/ soccer field, two renovated baseball fields, a practice area, and snack shack. It is named
in honor of fallen Phoenix Police Officer David Glasser who was
killed in the line of duty in 2016 while responding to a burglary
call within the Laveen community.
District Superintendent Dr. Bill Johnson led the ceremony
which included remarks by Glasser’s wife, Kristen, and the Maryvale/Estrella Mountain Police Precinct’s commander, Edward
DeCastro. Trailside Point’s advanced band performed the
National Anthem under the direction of Michelle Phillips.
The complex honors Officer Glasser’s love for sports and
desire to support the youth and community he served. “His life
and his legacy have been and will continue to be an inspiration
and a blessing to us,” noted Dr. Johnson.
DeCastro spoke of Officer Glasser’s kindness and presence.
“His open heart was noticed by everyone he met. This complex is
the perfect representation to who he was: big, welcoming to
everyone in the community, it will create lasting memories and
will keep families safe and having fun.”
Glasser’s immediate family joined members of his squad,
along with Laveen students, to participate in the ribbon cutting
officially opening the complex. The district’s intramural flag football teams then kicked off their championship game following a
coin toss by Glasser’s young son, Micah. “I am excited for the future of these fields – for kids to play on them, lessons to be
learned on them, dreams to be made, and fun to be had,” Kristen
Glasser remarked.
The complex is built upon the site of the old Laveen School
and will serve the various youth ball leagues of Laveen. It was
developed by Jokake Construction.
The district utilized a $185,000 grant, awarded by the Arizona
Sports and Tourism Authority, as well as almost $850,000 in capital funds to renovate the site. The Fiesta Bowl donated the sod
used in the 2017 Cactus Bowl game and an electronic scoreboard
for the football / soccer field. The David Glasser Foundation provided $9,500 funding for other improvements including bleachers
and signage.

Phoenix Police
Officer David
Glasser was serving
the Laveen
community when he
was killed in the line
of duty in 2016.

The football field’s sod was used in the
2017 Cactus Bowl and donated to Laveen.

Kristen Glasser

Commander Edward DeCastro

The Glasser family conducts the coin toss.
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Accomplishments
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M.C. Cash, Trailside Point are A+ Schools of Excellence
M.C. Cash Elementary School and Trailside Point Performing Arts Academy
have once again been named A+ Schools of Excellence™ by the Arizona Educational Foundation (AEF).
The A+ School of Excellence program is a comprehensive school assessment program that celebrates outstanding public schools. Schools complete
an extensive application which is then followed by site visits by members of
the AEF. The A+ School of Excellence™ designation is valid for a three-and-ahalf-year period.

Eight teachers receive Excellence in Education award
Each year eight teachers from across the district are selected to receive the Excellence in Education Award.
This prestigious award is given to those who attain high academic achievement for their students, provide
exceptional service and leadership at their school, and make a positive difference outside of the classroom
and in the community.
Congratulations to this year's Excellence in Education
recipients!
 Brittney Downs, Paseo Pointe
 Katrina Conley, Cheatham
Downs
Conley
Serio
Prazak
 Lana Serio, MC Cash
 Jamie Prazak, Laveen School
 James Flowers, Rogers Ranch
 Jill Oden, Desert Meadows
 Andrew Smith, Trailside Point
 Gloria Fala, Vista Del Sur
Oden
Flowers
Smith
Fala

Trailside Point principal named “Exemplary”

County Superintendent Steve Watson
(left) and Laveen superintendent
Bill Johnson present Sarah Zembruski
with the Exemplary Principal Award.
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Trailside Point principal Sarah Zembruski was awarded the Exemplary
Principal Award from the Maricopa County Education Services Agency.
This award is given to principals who exemplify practices and leadership
that contribute to improved student learning; involve staff, parents, and
community members in developing an effective school culture; and have a
history of high teacher retention.
Representatives from the agency surprised Zembruski with the award
during a recent staff meeting.

.

.

.

Student Awards
Jennifer To, Cheatham
5th Place, Regional Spelling Bee
Taji Sneed, Laveen School
“I Can Do It!” Award, AZ Council for Exceptional Children
Samhith Pandala, Vista del Sur
11th Place, State Geography Bee

To

Sneed

Padala

Berdina Riggs, Trailside Point
1st Place, Martin Luther King, Jr. Art Contest, ASU
Selene Contreras, Arissa Perucho, Pichlinna San,
Itzel Paco Montano, and Zariah Parker,
Vista del Sur
Symbols of Freedom Art/Essay Contest
Angel Molina, Vista del Sur
Chief Azul Scholar Award, Gila River Indian Community

Riggs

Symbol of Freedom winners

Team Awards
MESA Teams (Two Teams), Rogers Ranch
1st Place, MESA Day State Competition
Includes advancement to national finals
MESA Teams (Three Teams), Vista del Sur
1st Place, MESA Day State Competition
Includes 1st Place Overall, Middle School Division
Staff Awards
Sarah Zembruski, Trailside Point
Exemplary Principal, Maricopa County Education Service Agency

Vista’s MESA team

Tim Thomas, Rogers Ranch
STEM Principal of the Month, Grand Canyon University
School Awards
M.C. Cash School and Trailside Point Performing Arts Academy
A+ School of Excellence, Arizona Educational Foundation
Trailside Point Performing Arts Academy
No Place for Hate, AZ Anti-Defamation League

A+ School of Excellence

Department Awards
Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting, The Association of School Business Officials International
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New security measures implemented at all Laveen schools
Laveen continuously works to improve the safety and security of its campuses and will implement two
changes beginning in August.
Campus visitors must wear a permanent visitor badge. Visitors must check in with the front office and provide their photo ID in exchange for a school-issued badge. Their photo ID will be returned to them when they
return the badge upon check-out.
Campuses will now be closed in the mornings before the school day. Students must show their ID as they
enter campus and visitors must check in with the front office. Parents are welcome to join their children for
breakfast before school, but must check in and acquire a visitor badge.
These measures ensure all visitors have been approved for entry and identify all individuals that are on
campus at a given time. Both measures were suggested by Phoenix Police.

Preschool is coming to Desert Meadows
Laveen will be expanding its preschool program to Desert Meadows for the
2018-19 school year.
Last year the district launched two preschool programs, a dual language immersion and general education preschool, on the campus of Paseo Pointe. Due
to the success of both programs, the general education preschool will move to
Desert Meadows. Paseo will continue to offer a dual language preschool.
Both programs are tuition-based. Visit www.laveeneld.org/preschool for details.

Enroll your child in a Laveen School.
Laveen schools are accepting new registrations throughout the summer.
Visit any of our schools* between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday, to register your child for next year.

Extended Registration Hours
Tuesday, July 24
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Sign up for bus transportation
Pay for lunch
Submit health records
Pay athletic fees
Join the PTO
Sign up for Kids Klub

Free Full Day Kindergarten at all schools
*Vista del Sur is an accelerated school and conducts a separate registration. Please call 602-237-3046 for details.
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Your Tax Dollars At Work
.

.

.

.

Bond sale proceeds, as approved
by voters in 2015, have funded
numerous renovation and facility
upkeep projects. The following
projects are scheduled for this
summer.

.

Bond funds renovation
projects across district

Flooring
Flooring is being replaced in Desert Meadows’
gym (right) and hallways and in Trailside Point’s
cafeteria, health office, and select classrooms.

Concrete Repair
Concrete walkways (left) are being repaired
where trip hazards exist at Desert Meadows,
Trailside Point, and M.C. Cash.

Remodeling
Cheatham’s front office (left) is being remodeled
creating two separate waiting areas for students and
visitors similar to what other campuses have.
Cheatham’s kindergarten play area is also being
remodeled (right).

Laveen provides free meals for kids all summer
School might be out for the summer, but children 18 years and younger may enjoy free breakfast and
lunch at several Laveen schools. All kids’ meals are free. There are no income requirements and families do
not need to register. Children do not have to be enrolled in a Laveen school to participate. Meals will be
served at the following locations:
Dates

Days

Locations

Hours

May 24 – August 1 Monday – Friday

Paseo Pointe

Breakfast: 7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Lunch: 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

May 29 – July 26

Monday – Thursday

Rogers Ranch

Breakfast: 7:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Lunch: 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

May 30 – July 26

Monday – Thursday

M.C. Cash

Breakfast: 7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Lunch: 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

May 30 – July 26

Monday – Thursday

Desert Meadows

Breakfast: 7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Lunch: 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

After

Adult meals are available for purchase at $2 for breakfast and $3 for lunch. The summer meal program is
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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Around Our Schools
.

Desert Meadows

Rogers Ranch

Stop by Cesar Chavez library and you’ll notice an
outdoor reading area made possible through a collaborative art project between the Laveen Art League and
Desert Meadows’ Art Club.
Art Club members decorated tiles depicting
"Laveen Past" and "Laveen Future" that were placed
within two concrete benches.
A small dedication ceremony was held in early May
at the park just outside the library doors.

Laveen
tary School

.

ElemenDistrict

Rogers Ranch had several teams compete in the
recent state Math Engineering Science Achievement (MESA) competition,
held at Apollo High School
in
Glendale.
Rogers’
teams placed in the following challenges:
 1st Place – Cell Phone Accessory Challenge
 1st Place – National
 3rd Place – Computer Science Scavenger Hunt
 4th Place – Golf Ball Delivery
 6th Place – “It’s Complicated”
By taking 1st Place in the National event, the team
from Rogers Ranch will compete in the national finals
this summer in Philadelphia.

Paseo Pointe
Laveen
Twelve students from Laveen School, a teacher, a
counselor, and Principal Dr. Caplinger attended the
“Speak Up, Stand Up, and Save a Life” conference at
Grand Canyon University.
This conference focused on mental health issues in
schools and how students can stand up and make a
difference in the lives of their peers.
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Students in kindergarten and first grade are practicing Ballet Folklorico — the traditional Mexican folk
dancing.
Spanish teacher Diana Guillen started the school’s
club and recruited other staff members to support
the group.
The students met for an hour every Friday after
school to practice their moves. They also learned
about the historical and cultural significance of the
songs and dances.
Paseo Pointe is a Dual Language Immersion
school.

.

.

Trailside Point
Trailside Point has once again been designated as
a No Place for Hate by the Arizona Anti-Defamation
League. They are one of only 36 schools across the
state that were recognized for creating safe
learning environments,
bringing awareness to
the issues of bullying and
bias, and promoting unity and respect.
This initiative offers students, teachers, administrators and family members the opportunity to work
together to enhance a culture of respect in the
school community and encourages schools to complete various activities and projects to promote unity
and reduce bullying, name-calling and other expressions of bias.
The school’s official banner was presented by
Carlos Galindo-Elvira, ADL Arizona Regional Director.

Cheatham
In February, members of Cheatham’s student
council and AVID program partnered with the
Cheatham Farms homeowners association to clean
up the neighborhood and
greenbelt.
The students spent five
hours picking up trash and
filled a large construction
dumpster with debris.
Neighborhood residents joined the effort and even
brought refreshments out for those hard at work.
The city’s waste management department provided bags, tools, and gloves for the volunteers to use.

.

M.C. Cash
M.C. Cash teacher Lydia McBride was the recipient
of a $5,000 grant from Fiesta
Bowl Charities for their
“Wishes for Teachers” program.
In addition to the classroom grant, she was honored
during halftime at the Cactus
Bowl held at Chase Field.

Vista del Sur
Congratulations to Vista del Sur seventh graders
Selene Contreras, Arissa Perucho, Itzel Paco Montano,
Pichlinna San, and Zariah Parker. These five students
are winners of the Symbols of Freedom Art/Essay
Contest sponsored by Southwest Airlines and the
Phoenix Suns.
Participants were to write an essay on the topic
“What does freedom
mean to me?” They
then found inspiration from their words
to create a poster
that was symbolic of
their interpretation
of “freedom.” Students in Mrs. Natalie Urick’s English
language arts classes submitted entries.
All five receive an all-expenses paid trip to Memphis, Tennessee where they toured national museums
and historic landmarks. They also attended the Phoenix Suns vs. Memphis Grizzlies game. The prize was
valued at $1,500 each.
Seventh graders residing in Maricopa County were
eligible to participate and 10 winners were selected.
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In Our Community
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Twelve honored as Laveen Legends
The Laveen Elementary School District recognized 12 individuals as Laveen Legends. Each recipient was
honored for their positive contributions to Laveen schools. Recipients are: Sandra Bautista, Laveen School
PTO; Phil Bischoff, CrossWalk Church; Salina Brown, Vista del Sur PTO; Robin Daviet, Laveen Lions Club; Kristen Glasser, David Glasser Foundation; Aimee Janca, Paseo Pointe PTO; Gabriella Martinez, Rogers Ranch
guest teacher; Jennifer Molina, community member; Casey Parks, M.C. Cash volunteer; Genelle Ramirez,
Trailside Point PTO President; Randy Schiller, community
member; Tracy Zolltheis, Desert Meadows speech therapist
An awards dinner, sponsored by Chasse Building Team,
Orcutt Winslow, and CompuGroup Medical was held on
May 9 in the Trailside Point Performing Arts Building.
Photos from the event can be found at www.flickr.com/
LaveenESD.

M.C. Cash alum receives full-ride scholarship to Stanford
Former M.C. Cash student Leobardo Lopez is headed to Stanford
University in the fall where he will
be attending on a full-ride scholarship. The incoming freshman plans
to major in mathematics.
Lopez received the scholarship after participating
in the QuestBridge National College Match program.
QuestBridge pairs the nation’s most prestigious universities with students that have achieved academic
excellence despite financial challenges.
“I’m the first in my family to even apply to a college,” Lopez said as he explained the pride he felt in
being accepted to the prestigious university. “I always joked that I would attend Stanford. This is a
dream come true.”
Lopez’s dream has been in the works for some
time. Last summer, before entering his senior year
at Betty Fairfax High School, Lopez participated in
the Joaquin Bustoz Math-Science Honors Program
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at Arizona State University. This intense program
helped prepare him for academic success in a university setting.
But, Lopez developed an interest in math long before that. As a middle school student at M.C. Cash, he
took Algebra I. In Mr. Wescott’s classroom he enjoyed
the reasoning behind solving equations and understanding algebraic concepts. By high school, he was
tutoring others in the subject that comes easy to him.
This year Fairfax’s co-valedictorian graduates with
a 4.87 weighted G.P.A. He scored a 32 on the ACT.
While he’s not sure what area he wants to focus
on at Stanford, he’s considering statistics, economics,
or actuarial sciences. And, during his four-year program he plans on being an example for his younger
siblings to follow – so he won’t be the last in his family to apply and be accepted to college.
Know a Laveen alum doing amazing things?
Tell us about it at
www.laveeneld.org/alumni-survey.

Reduce Your Taxes by Supporting Laveen Schools
By making a tax credit contribution you can support a variety of programs at no cost to you.

Fine Arts

Academic Enrichment

Field Trips

Intramural Sports

Arizona allows taxpayers to dedicate dollars to education while reducing the amount you owe on your income taxes
through the tax credit program. If you do not owe taxes, the amount you donate may be carried forward for up to
five years to offset future tax liabilities. For every dollar you donate, the amount you owe on your Arizona taxes will
be that much less. (For example, if a single person owes $300 on their state taxes for 2018 and donates the maximum amount of $200, they will then only owe the state $100.) Couples filing jointly may donate up to $400.
Individuals may contribute up to $200. Anyone can participate, married or single, with or without children.

Visit www.laveeneld.org/tax-credit to make a secure online donation or print a donation form.
Non-refundable donations are eligible for the Arizona State Income Tax Credit as allowed by ARS §43-1089.01.
Please consult with your personal tax preparer to determine the application of this credit.
Donations must be received by April 15, 2019 to be eligible for a 2018 Tax Credit.

Tax credit contributions may only be used to support character education and
fee-based extracurricular activities such as after-school tutoring and clubs,
academic enrichment, field trips, fine art programs, and athletics.
CHILD FIND NOTICE
Child Find is a comprehensive developmental screening assessment process which identifies children, 3 to 21 years of
age who have disabilities that may hinder their learning. If you live in the Laveen Elementary School District boundaries and are parents or guardians of a student enrolled in private school within the district, home-schooled, or if you
know of a child who might be in need of services for a disabling condition such as speech, learning disability, etc.,
please call the Special Education Department at 602-237-9100 ext. 3058. Free special education services are available to
eligible students. For more information, visit the Child Find website at http://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/az-find/
or call Child Find at (602) 364-4015.
MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT
Are you currently experiencing temporary living arrangements due to eviction, job loss, or a traumatic event? Laveen
Elementary School District offers services to families through the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act. The act requires that children and families who are in a temporary living situation be offered services and
supports.
Services provided may include enrollment assistance, nutrition services, clothing or school supplies,
community referrals, and in some cases transportation. If you are living in any of the
following temporary circumstances: with another family or friend due to financial hardship, living in a shelter,
transitional housing, in a hotel/motel, or an unaccompanied youth waiting for foster care, you may fit the criteria for
assistance under this act. Please call 602-237-9100, ext. 3051 to inquire further about qualifying for this program.
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Laveen Education Center
5001 W. Dobbins
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-237-9100
M.C. Cash School
3851 W. Roeser
Phoenix, AZ 85041
602-237-9120
Cheatham Elementary
4725 W. South Mountain
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-237-7040
Desert Meadows School
6855 W. Meadows Loop East
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-304-2020
Laveen Elementary
4141 W. McNeil
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-237-9110
Paseo Pointe School
8800 S. 55th Avenue
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-304-2040

Enroll your child in a Laveen school
Parents wishing to register their incoming child(ren) should visit the
school of their choice* to complete the registration process.
Registration packets are available online at www.laveeneld.org and in
our schools’ front offices. You will need to bring the following documents
to complete your child’s registration:
 Child’s original birth certificate
 Child’s immunization record
 Proof of Residence, such as utility receipt or lease agreement (refer to
Arizona Residency Guidelines)
 Legal papers, if applicable, for custody
 Withdrawal form and report card from previous school
 Photo identification for parent/guardian
*Please note, Vista del Sur is an accelerated school and students must
take an assessment prior to enrolling. Paseo Pointe is a dual language immersion (DLI) school. Incoming students in Grades PK-1, beginning in
2018-19, must enroll in the DLI program (DLI will expand a grade level
each year).

Rogers Ranch School
6735 S. 47th Avenue
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-304-2030

Laveen schools also accept open enrollment of non-resident (out-of-district)
students on a space available basis.

Trailside Point
Performing Arts Academy
7275 W. Vineyard
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-605-8540

Bus transportation is only provided to
those students who live within designated transportation zones of their
neighborhood school.

Vista del Sur Accelerated Academy
3908 W. South Mountain
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-237-3046

Visit us online at www.laveeneld.org

